
   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                

 

 
 
 
 

                        

         
 
 

                      
 

         
 

 
                                                                                 

                                                                                                                             

      

 

 
 
 

               
 

 
 
 

 
Contact & Donation Information  
 
     FVSO:  P.O. Box 9322, Auburn, CA 95604 
 
     Email:  FriendsofVSO@gmail.com 
 

     Web:    www.FriendsofVSO.org 
 

In This Issue  

• President’s Report  

• Education at Work 

• Favorite Images 

• The TET Holiday 

Friends of Vinh Son 
Montagnard Orphanage 

      JANUARY NEWSLETTER                                        2023                                      VOL. 20    ISSUE 1 

FVSO 2022 President’s Report 
 

By all measures, 2022 was a good year for the children. Financially, we are on solid 
ground and in all other measures, the children and the nuns continue to advance and 
improve.  All of this was only possible because of our donor family. 
 
Although donations lagged the previous two years, they were still a healthy $324,500. 
In total, we spent 82%, or $266,500, directly on the kids. The Board contributed another 
$12,300 (2%) on administrative costs. The balance of the funds will be our basis for 
2023.  We receive a little over 67% of our total donations between August and 
December, so the January carryover is critical to cash flow and smooth operations. 
 
We believe that stability is an important part of financial planning for the nuns.  We only 
promise them what we know we can deliver each year. We have a healthy investment 
fund to fall back on for any emergency we can help resolve.  This year we are excited 
that Board Members (Dave, Bart and Gene) are making an on-site visit in January. 
Their trip report will be shared in an upcoming newsletter.  We will hold off finalizing the 
2023 budget until we get their reports. Depending on what they learn, we hope to 
increase our distribution. 
 
There are many 2022 highlights. Our newsletters have the details of the $105,000 we 
donated for capital improvement projects.  Some are revenue producing, while others 
are emergency rebuilding due to storms and the rest are quality of life building projects 
(dorms, kitchens etc). The $20,000/yr we spend on clean water and dental programs 
continue to have significant payback in healthier kids and lower medical bills. 
 
This year, we also spent $17,200 on higher education. Since 2015, beginning with just 
a few students, we have now helped 71 children earn scholarships and continue their 
educational journey. Although not all students complete the program, we consider any 
exposure to higher education a success. In 2022, seven students earned degrees and 
there are 15 more in school.  We are proud of this program and continue to improve it. 
 
We have been working hard on the administrative side as well.  We welcomed Khaq-
Quan Nyugen to our Board and are benefiting from his talent and unique perspective. 
We redesigned our WEB site and reformatted our Newsletter, which will help 
strengthen our message.  As cited above, we are really excited about FVSO’s first visit 
to Kontum and Pleiku since January, 2020. On-site observations and face-to-face 
meetings are invaluable to our success.  All the expenses are paid by the individual 
Board Members. 
 
Going forward, we will make long term plans, while staying committed to everyday 
Basic Needs. On behalf of the Children, the Sisters and the FVSO Board, we thank you 
for your trust and support. 
 

 

 
   

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
          

How Kids Learn, the Vinh Son Way 
 

In order to have the best education possible, the Catholic nuns at 
the 6 Vinh Son Orphanages take care of all the orphans with their 
basic needs, such as their daily meals, sleep, and medicines 
when they are sick. At the moment, the nuns are nurturing and 
educating 668 children, and they always treat them like their own 
children. They pray for them to have happy, independent lives 
with good, stable jobs to look after themselves and their own 
families in the future. 
 

 Every day, the nuns guide them in their 
studies at school and at their own Vinh 
Son orphanage. They always remind the 
orphans to be prepared with: 
 

• enough textbooks, notebooks  
• school uniforms  
• buying their medical health 

insurance 
• have a means of transport for 

going to school on time  
• doing homework 
• learning by heart all the lessons  

before coming to class 
• improve their good style of work 

at school 
 
Apart from their study at school, the nuns 
organized to teach the orphans a lot of 
manners of life, like catechism, and sex 
education for the older children. The 
nuns also remind them to obey all the 
regulations and disciplines at school and 
at Vinh Son orphanages. 
 
Besides their normal schooling, there are 
extra classes in English, Vietnamese 
literature, math, music, and computer. 
The children have their time of studying 
themselves in classes at their own 
orphanage with the nuns' supervision or 
some responsible caregivers' check 
every day and every night at each Vinh 
Son. The children are also encouraged to 
do exercises, to play sports (like football, 
volleyball, badminton, and aerobics) for 
training their health in their free time. 
 
On weekends, the children always have 
their good activities with their educational 
games and their healthy entertainment. 
 
Thanks to the Sisters, there are many 
ethnic minority orphans who have 
succeeded in their studies at school and 
have graduated at college or at university 
or at professional high school. With their 
diplomas, they have good jobs and better 
lives. 
 

The children and Sisters are very 
grateful for FVSO's education 
funds and support. The children 
promise to do their best work. 
 

 

 

Education is Job Number One at Vinh Son 



 

Because of Martha’s keen eye for the perfect image,  the FVSO newsletter had numerous 
photographs each month from which to publish. This page represents some of our favorites that 
captured the spirit of Vinh Son in 2022, as seen th rough the lens of Martha’s camera.  

 

 



 
  

 
 
 

Legacy Fund 
Update 

 

The goal is 
$2million by       
March 2027 

 

Legacy Fund 
Balance 

 

 $884,130 
 

 

 

 Orphanage Facts  
 

About 700 Montagnard children live 
in 7 orphanage facilities in the 
Kontum/Pleiku areas of Vietnam. 
 
$12 per month provides each child 
one nutritious meal every day. 
 
Orphanages are run by the Sisters of 
Miraculous Medal (Vinh Son) and St. 
Paul Chartres (Sao Mai).  

Officers & Board Members  
 

Patrick Leary  President 
Nga Wynne  Secretary 
Gene Mapa                Treasurer 
Bart Ruud  Senior VP 
Clyde Lewandowski 1 st VP 
Michael Little  2 nd VP 
Pat McKee  3 rd  VP 
Dave Chaix  Board Member 
Hank Gonzales  Board Member 
Khac-Quan Nguyen Board Member  
 

Donation Information  
 

Checks should be payable to 
FVSO or Friends of Vinh Son. 
 
FVSO is a humanitarian, non-
profit organization approved by 
IRS code 501©(3).  Donations are 
tax deductible. 
 
Donations are accepted year 
round and are also available on-
line. 

Newsletter Staff  
 

 

     Mike Little     Editor 

     Martha Phanh      Associate Editor 

     John Ho       Translator 

     Sister Anna      Sao Mai 
     Ngo thi My      Contributor 
 

     Quan Nguyen       Design  
  
 

Email:  FriendsofVSO@gmail.com  
 

Comments are welcome! 
 

 

  

AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way for you 
to support your favorite charitable organization, at 
no cost to you. Shop at smile.amazon.com , and 
find the same convenient experience with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to your favorite charitable 
organization. Just type in Vinh Son Montagnard 
Orphanage to make your choice. 
 

And how do the Vinh Son children  celebrate 
the TET Holiday? 
 
Some Bahnar villages around Kontum celebrate New 
Year's Day according to the solar year as the Europeans 
or Americans do, but most of them celebrate New Year's 
Day like the Vietnamese people do. In the six Vinh Son 
orphanages, the Sisters prepared something for the 
children who can have fun for before Tet holidays: a big 
year-end party at the end of the year and the Sisters will 
give the children some lucky money in the red 
envelopes, cake, sweet and sticky rice cake. 
 
Some children ask their family to come to Vinh Son 
orphanages to take them to their village for Tet holidays. 
After a week, they have to come back to Vinh Son and 
get ready for back to school. 

Lunar New Year or Tết Nguyên Đán, is Vietnam's most significant celebration. Across Vietnam, during this time 
families reunite and honor their ancestors, while praying for luck, prosperity and health in the New Year. There are a 
lot of customs practiced during Tet such as visiting a person's house on the first day of the new year (xông nhà), 
ancestral worship, wishing New Year's greetings, giving lucky money to children and elderly people and opening a 
shop. Tet is also an occasion for pilgrims and family reunions. 
 
Tet celebrates the beginning of a new year as well the coming of spring. Exuberant festivities are held — traditional 
food, music and dragon dancing performed along the streets. During this time, there is a real sense of celebration in 
the air. 
 

Celebrating the TET Holiday, January 22, 2023, Year  of the CAT 


